
JAMSETJI TATA 


« 

% * V 


m**}* 


A * 






























































































5ALIM, 

r ITHINKTHAT 1 
PARTRIDGE KNOWS 
YOU VE SAVED 
HIM FROM THE j 
V KITCHEN. ^ 




SALIM ALI 




BOMBAY, 1899. AMIRUDDIN TYABJIANDHI5 WIFE HAMIDA BEGUM WERE VERYUPSET. 


OURPOOR 

SISTER, ZEENAT-UN-NISSA.' 
IS NO MORE. HER CHILDREN 
ARE ORPHANED. 
COULD WE... 


... ADOPTTHEM? 
IS THAT WHAT 
YOU’D LIKE? 






YES. POORTHINGS. 
THE YOUNGEST, SÂLIM, 
MUST BE JU5T THREE 
YEARS OLP! 


/2j£ 


Wn&M 


SÂLIM* AND HI5 EIGHT Sl&UNGS CAME TO LIVE WITH THE TYASJIS IN SOMSAY* SÂUM 
QREW UF WITH LOTô OF COUSINS, NIECES AND NEFHEWS. SOME YEARS LATER - 


Vi 






Y, 






• PRONOUNCED SAA-UM 
A NOWCALLED MUMSAI 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ARE YOU X 
r GOINGON A 
SHIKAR, UNCLE? 

CANTICOME 
L TOO? / 


NOT ' 
TODAY, 
SÂLIM. 


LOOK AT HIMn 
HE'5 TOO DAZED 
V TOMOYE v 


r HE LL 500N N 
START TO FEEL 
X AT HOME, y 


WELCOMETO 
THE AVIARY! 


5HH, 

5ULEIMAN! WE1L 
BE IN TROUBLE IF 
SOMEONE 
V HEARS! ^ 




KikfwlVèiiP 








kX 


v\ 


AMI RU DPI N WA5 A KEEN SHIKARI 






ft 








HIS NEFHEW SULEIMAN 
SFENTHOURS WATCHING THEIRPETS. 


AT THE TIME, 30M3AY WAS SURROUNPEO 
3Y FORE STS. PEOFLE HUNTEP FOR F OOP 
ANP 3ECAU5EIT WAS CONSIPEREPA 
GENTLEMANS SPORT. 


SÂLIMAU 



SULEIMAN, SEE 
WHATI GOT! LET’S 
S TRYITOUT. ^ 


MI5SEDI 
l'LL HAVE TO 
TRY AG Al N. 


SÂLIM YEARNEP TO 3EA HUNTER UKE HIS UNCLE WH EN HE WAS A30UTNINE 

^0 




.. . . 


THIS15 FOR 
YOU, 5ÀLIM YOU 
SHOULDCOME 
TO NO HARM IF 
YOURE CAREFUL 
WITH IT. 


A DAI5Y NICKEL-PLATED 
500 5H0T REPEATER! 
THANK YOU. UNCLE 
AMIRUDDIN! 


SÂLIM RAN OUT TO TRYIT. 


\ _. 








SALIM PRACT1SEP ON THE 
3IRPS NEAR THEIR HOUSE. 


û 












3 







































































































































I 

AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





eiÂi lu sûON BECAME VERYGOOD AT SHOOTING DO WN SMALL BIRDS, BUT 

,w THEIR BEHAWUR OBSERVING THEM CLOSELY. 



AN HOUR LATER. HE FASSED THAT WAYAGAIN 


ONE DAY, SALIM 5H0T DOWN A LITTLE MALE 
SPARROW STANDING GUARD OVERA NE5T. 


J ANOTHER 
SPARROW15 
GUARDING 
L THE NE5T! y 


SALIM SHOTIT TOO. 


BUTA SHORT WHILE LATER 


A TH IRD' 
50 SOON? 


!rwcSfc-• r5 ‘ HE 5H0T EI6HT MALE SP ARROWS WHO HAD COME TO 


SÀLIM ALI 



ONE DAY, SALIM WAS OUT SHOOTING 


r EXCELLENT? LET’S ^ 
TAXE IT TO NANNOO* AND 
ASKHIMFOR GHEEAND 
MASALA A . WE COULD 
SV COOK IT. 


WAIT, THAT ISNT A 
NORMAL SPARROW 
LOOK AT THAT ODD 
v YELLOW PATCH! . 


YOU MEAN 
WE CANT 
. EATIT? . 


r l’LLTAKE IT TO 
UNCLE AMIRUDDIN 
w AND ASKHIM > 


'NANNOO WAS THE TYABJIS'COOK. HE WAS VERYFONDOF THECHILDREN, EVEN HELPING SÀLIM WITH HISAVIARY. 
A CLARIFIED BUTTER AND SPICES 5 




































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



Jr HE 16, BUT HE WON’Tx 

BITE. l’LL WRITE YOU A ' 
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION 
SAYING YOU VE COME ABOUT 
v A BIRD. HE’LL BE HAPPY y 
TOMEETYOU. J* 


r THISISNT A NORMAL ^ 
' SPARROW. SÀLIM, YOU'RE 
RJGHT WHY DONT YOU TALK TO 
MY FRIEND, MR MILLARD? HE'S 
THE 5ECRETARY OF THE BNH5, 
V THE BOMBAY NATURAL A 
hw HI5T0RY SOCIETY 


BUT ISNT 
HE ENGLISH? 


AN 

ENGU5HMAN! 

IVE NEVER 
SPOKENTOONE 
L DEFORE, r 


AS SAUM WAITED OUTSIDE MR 
MILLARD S ROOM AT THE BNHS - 


y ( 




_ 


THATS A 

YELLOW-THROATED 

SPARROW*, BUT WE 
SHOULD BE QUITE SURE 
LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT 
SOME SPECIMENS, 
5HALL WE? 




WHAT’S 
THIS? AND 
THIS? AND 
THIS BLUE 
■K ONE? 

fi 


. . 


/ V 

VT % 


SALIM WASFASÇINAfEP 


’ ALS0 CA UWA CHESTNUT -SHOULDERED PETRONIA 


6 


SÀLIM AU 



" YOURBROTHERHAMID 
HAS OFFERED TO HAVE YOU 
. STAY WITH HIM IN SIND. . 


THATNIGHT- 


WE'LL ^ 
STARTWITH SOME 
OF THE COMMONEST 
SPECIMENS. YOU CAN 
READ THESE BOOKS 
AT HOME. 


WHENSAUM VJ AS 14, HE HAD SEVERE HEAPACHES. UNABLE 
TO SAY WHATCAUSED THEM, THE DOCTOR SUÔOESTED HE TAKE 
A TERM OFF FROM SCHOOL. 






I GETTO MISS 
SCHOOL?THIS IS 
TOO GOOD TO BE 
TRUE! 


SAUM LEDAN EXCITING OUTDOOR LIFE IN SIND, EXPLORING 
THE NEW TERRAIN. HAMID WAS, UKEMOSTOFSÂUM S 
FAMILY. AN EAGER SHIKARI. EARLYONE MORNING, ON THEIR 
WAYTOAPARTRIDGEHUNT- __ 

LOOK, SALIM, 
HALLEY’S COMET! IT 
WONT APPEAR AGAIN 
TILL 19Ô6. 


IWONDERIF 
ANYOFUSWILL 
BE ALIVE TO SEE 
ITTHEN. 


SAUM DID SEE IT AGAIN IN 19&6, 
WHEN HE WAS 90 YEARS OLP 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



YOU’LL MISS 
YOUREXAMS 
^ SÀLIM. v 


3UT THE HOUDAY ENDED. 

IN 1913, ANDJOINED ST XAYIERS COLLEGE 


AND SÀLIM MOVED 3ACK TO 30M3AY. HE MATRICULATED 




IWISHI 
COULD LEAVE 
COLLEGE AND 
BEAHUNTER. 
UNCLE. 


r I DO, BUT ^ 
WHY DO I NEED 
TO 5TUDY 
V MATHS? y 


^ BUTYOUWANT 
TO LEARN ZOOLOGY. 


SÀLIM WAS IN LUCK 


^ YOURBROTHER ^ 
JABIR WANTS YOU IN BURMA. 

YOU’LL BE HIS PARTNER IN 
. A NEW VENTURE, MINING > 
WOLFRAM*. 


^ SOUNDS ^ 
INTERESTING! 




BUSINESS 
CANT BE WORSE 
THAN COLLEGE 
MATHEMATICS. 
l’D LIKETOSEE 
BURMA. ■ 


SAUMLEFT 30M3AYIN SEFTEM3ER 1914 HE TOOKA TRAIN TO CALCUTTA''AND THENA STEAMER ACROSS 



THE 3AY0F3ENGAL TO 3URMA. HIS SISTER AKHTAR, AND HER HUS3AND SALAH, CAME TO MEETHIM. I 

» * — - - ■ ■ ■ - - „ -^ 








*A RARE METAL, ALSO CALLED TUNGSTEN 


nowkolkata 
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SÀLIM ALI 



^ 50IT WAS 

■J A WHITE-WINGED 
BLACK JAY! TH ERE'S A 
CERTAIN SATISFACTION 
IN SPOTTING BIRDS 
i DESPITE MY 
VILL-PREPAREDNESS./ 


IS IT? 
COULD IT 

.BE...?. 


IN TAVOY, SALIM WORKED HARD LEARNING THE 3USINESS. ON WEEKENDS HOWEVER HE WAS FREE TO EXFLORE 
THE COUNTRYSIDE. - \ÏT ~—If 




HE OFTEN WENT TO ORCHARDS AND RU33ER PLANTATIONS, WHICH ATTRACTEDA RICH VARIETYOF3IRDLIFE. 


SÀLIM KNEW ALMOST NOTHING 
A30UT 3URMESE 3IRDS. HE HAD 
NO 3IN0CULARS, AND THE ONLY 
300K HE HAD WAS NOT PÇ3TT 
ILLUSTRATED. ■ ■ Il 


UNCLE AMIRUDDIN 
HAS PASSED AWAY. 
THE FAMILY FEELSTHAT 
PERHAPSISHOULD GO 
TO COLLEGE NOW. 


» -, 


I AGREE. WHY DONT 
YOU GO TO BOMBAY AND 
STUDY ACCOUNTANCY? WHEN 
YOU GRADUATE, YOU CAN COME 
BACK AND HELP WITH 
W THE BUSINESS. 


g 







































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



'< /s BOMBAY SÂUM ENROLLED IN A COURSE IN COMMERCIAL LAW AND ACCOUNTANCY AT DAVARS 
COLlEGE HE HAD CLASSES FRQM ÔT010 EVERY MORNING. AS SOON AS THE Y WERE OVER ... 




THEY WOULD SPEED ON... 


...HE WOULD PICKUPHIS 
FRIEND. STANLEY H PRATER 




Y HOP ON, > 
PRATER, 
WE’RE (301NG 
,T0 BE LATE!. 






£ 




S ISAWTHIS % 
BLACK-AND-BUFF 
WOODPECKER NEAR 
. TENASSERIM, IN À 
BURMA. 


ARRIYING AT ST XAVIER S COLLEGE. JUSTIN 
r /ME FOR THE ZOOLOGYCLASSES TO BEGIN r 


^ ITS ^ 
FEATHERSARE 
v STR1KIN G^A 


U. 


Ll j I 1UJ 

t 
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SÀLIMAU 



SAUM'S SISTEPS KAMOO AND AKHTAR 
HAD THEIP O WN PLANS FOR HIM - F=|F 


^ SALIMTHISIS 
TEHMINA. AN OLD 
FAMILY FRIEND. SHE’S 
JUST RETURNED FROM 
FINISHING SCHOOL IN 
LONDON. 


r FINISHING 
^SCHOOL! LONDON! 

SHEMUST BE ÛUITE 
SOPHISTICATED. WHAT 
S WILL WE TALK _ 
V ABOUT? Â1 




^ HAVE 
YOU READ 
h THIS? . 


f JANE 
AUSTEN? SHE’S 
ONEOFMY 
v FAV0URITE5! , 


T WECOULD ^ 
[STARTATIMBER 
>BUS1NE55> 


I DO HOPE 
WE SPOT 
A RHINO. 


SUT AS THEYTALKED. SALIM 
FOUND THAT THEYSHARED 
MANY INTERESTS. 


IN 1913. SÂUM AND TEHMINA WEREMARRIED. THEY WENT TO SU RM A, 
WHERE THEYKEPT A VARIETYOF PETS. INCLUDING A LEOPARD CAT. A 
FLYING LEMUR AND A H0RN3ILL. 


—- 

■ • 

mil 


TEHMINA UKED LONG WALKS, 
FORESTS AND GARDENING. 


■ 


_ 




HOWEVER THE WOLFRAM BUSINESS WAS NOT 
DOING WELL. 1- 


THE BRITISH ARE 
BUILDING THOUSANDS OF 
KILOMETRES OF RAILWAY LINES 
IN INDIA. THEY LL NEED WOOD 
FORTHESLEEPERS*. 


SÂUM HAD TO V\S(T REMOTE 
FORESTS FOR TIMBER HE 
ENJOYED TT THOROUGHLY. 

m 






that? rrs 

RHINOCEROS 
^ DUNG. ^ 








K 

jQ£ '% c ^ 


û 








SÂUM NE VER DID SEE A RHINO. MEANWHILE, THE BUSINESS DECUNED, AND 
FOLDEDUP IN 1924. SÂUM AND TEHMINA MOVEDBACK TO BOMBAY 


* HORIZONTAL PLANKS OF WOOD LAID UNDER 
RAILWAY TRACKS AS SUPPORT 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



SÀUM LOVED THE WOODED AREAS AROUND SOMSAY. 


THIS LAKE 
ATTRACTS 50 
MANY BIRDS, 


TEHMINA STARTED WORKING 
AT THE WOMENS COUNCIL. 
SÀUM APPLIED FOR A JOS AT 
THE Z00L0GICAL SURVEYOF 
INDIA. SUT- - 


THEY 

GAVE THE JOBTO 
A MAN WITH A DEGREE. 

I NEVER REALISED 
HOW IMPORTANT THAT 
PIECE OF PAPER 
WOULD BEI 


ONEDAY- 


l’M PLANNING 
A TIGER SHOOT NEAR 
HYDERABAD. THE FORESTS 
ARE THICK AND QUITE 
UNEXPLORED. ^ 


w\ 

s 

r 


i 

Uj 


l’D LIK.E 
TO COME 
ALONG. 

fL 

41 


IT WAS HIS SROTHER-IN-LAW. SHUMS 


SUT A FEWDAYS LATER - 


SAUM GOT THE JOS SHORTLYAFTER, 
THE FAMILYGOTSOME VERYSAD NEWS 
INDEED. 


l'M SORRY. 
5HUM5.1CANT 
COME. THE MUSEUM 
IS OFFERING A JOB 
FORANATURALIST 
IWANT TO 
APPLY. 




POOR SHUMS! 
ATIGERHESHOT 
TURNEDONHIMAND 
MAULED HIM TO DEATH. 
AZEEM MANAGED TO FIGHT 
IT OFF BARE-HANDED. 

HE IS IN HOSPITAL, 
RECOVERING. 






MY COUSIN N 
AZEEM AND I 
VILL GO, THEN. 
'OU CAN COME 
SOMEOTHER, 


TIME 
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SÀLIM ALI 



IN THE MUSEUM. SÀUM DESIGNEDA SYLLASUS TO TEACH GROUPS 
OFSTUDENTS ASOUT WILDUFE AND ECOLOGYIN INDIA. — 


AND SOON 


W THEY WANT ^ 
r ME TO GO TO BERLIN! ^ 
I WILL BE STUDYING WITH 
. A PROFESSOR ERWIN À 
^ STRESEMANN. 


r YOUCAN "1 
RECOGNISETHE 
HORNBILL BY 
L. ITS BEAK. A 


U THERE IS SO 
MUCH MORE I HAVE 
TO LEARN ABOUT 
THESE BIRDS. INEED 
i TO STUDY THEM m 
L PROPERLY' A 


THATNIGHT. SAUM DECIDED 
TOACT ON AN IMPULSE I- 


r WHO 
ARE YOU 
WRITING 
k TO? > 


/ THE BERLIN ^ 
UNIVERSITY. 
ASKING IFTHEY’LL 
LET ME STUDY 
BIRDS AT THEIR 
V MUSEUM. A 


WHILE ATSERLIN, SAUM WENTTO 
HEUGOLAND. A SMALLISLANDIN THE 
NORTH SEA. ITIS ON THE MIGRATION 
ROUTES OF MANY DIFFERENT SIRDS. 


r I CAN SEE HELIGOLAND’S \ 
LIGHTHOUSE. PROFESSOR 
STRESEMANN THE LIGHT MUST 
ATTRACT MANY BIRDS 

EVERY NIGHT. A 


S ITUSEDTOBE A X 
BARRENISLAND OUR 
SCIENTISTS MADE POOLS 
OF WATER AND PLANTED 
TREES AND SHRUBS. 
BIRDS PASSING BY 
k. NOW LAND HERE. A 









































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WITH TUNNELS UNDER 
v THEM TO CATCH À 
V. BIRDS. V] 


W 50ME NIGHTS. ^ 
r THERE ARE AS MANY 
AS 1200 BIRDS. WE PUT 
TINY RINGS AROUND 
k THEIR LEGS AND j 
^ RELEASETHEM. 


PROFESSOR STRESEMANN SHOW ED SAUM AROUND. 


WEVE 

PUT UPTHIN NETS 




* 




THISIS ^ 
WONDERFUL! THESE 
RINGS WILLTELL US 
WHERE THE BIRDS 
ARE TRAVELLING. l’D 
LIKETODOTHESAME 
V THING IN INDIA v 4 




































y/ ' l. ; . 
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sAlimali 



A BAYA 
WEAVER! 


IN 1930, SAUM RETURNED TO INDIA, TO FIND TH AT MIS OLD POSITION AT THE MUSEUM HAD SEEN 
SCRAPPED. HE AND TEHMINA MOVED TOA HOUSE HER FAMILY OWNED IN KIHIM. OUTSIDE SOMSAY 


; 

_,y y V J 

0°r. W 


f Pfl 


OVER THE NEXTFEW MONTHS, SAUM WATCHED 
THE SAYAS FOR HOURS EVERYDAY. -5 


“WHEN A FEMALE FINDS A NEST 
SHELIRES, SHEMOVESIN... 


/ e 




^LL MALES! 
ND THEY’RI 
BUILDING 


AND 


RE 






“SUT ONCE TH AT NEST IS DONE, THE MALE SUILDS ANOTHER... 


MALE BAYAS 
GETTOGETHER 
AND BUILD NESTS. 
WHEN THEY’RE HALF 
DONE, A GROUP OF 
FEMALESCOMESTO 
INSPECTTHEM 


.. AND THE MALE SUILDS THE 
RESTOF THE NEST AROUND HER. 

I 








‘...AND ANOTHER. UNTIL HE HAS FOUR OR FIVE 
NESTS AND AS MANY FAMILIES " 


SÂLIM'S PAPER IS REGARDEDAS AN ORNITHOLOGICAL * CLASSIC. WITH NO TECHNOLOGY. HE 
RELIED UPON HIS CAREFUL OSSERVATIONS TO ANALYSE THE SEHAVIQUR OF THE SAYA WEA\, ER 


' ORNITHOLOGYIS THE STUDY OF SIRDS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



LOTS OF PEOPLE 
WILL BE EAGER TO HAVE 
OUR BIRD LIFE MAPPED AND 
SURVEYED IN A SYSTEMAT1C 
WAY. YOU JUST NEED 
TO Fl ND THE RIGHT 
OPPORTUNITY 


YOURE RIGHT, 
IVE DONE ENOUGH 
HUNTING FOR JOBS. 
l'LLJUST MAKE MY 
OWN! 


THE RULERS 
OF THESE STATES 
WILL BE PROUD 
TO KNOW ABOUT 
THE BIRDS 
THEY HAVE 


WE KNOW 

SO LITTLE ABOUT INDIAN 
BIRDS. TEHMINA. IT S A PITY. 
THE PRINCELY STATES HAVE 
HUGE UNSURVEYED 
FORESTS. 




WE CAN 
START WITH 
HYDERABAD STATE". 
IT HAS VAST FORESTS 
AND A RICH VARIETY 
OF BIRDS. 


THE 3NHS AND THE HYDERA3AD GOVERNMENT AGREED TO HELP AND PAY EXPEN5E5. SAUM TOOK NO SALARY HE 
WROTE TO PR0FE550R 5TRE5EMANN AND TO AN ORNITHOLOGIST FRIEND, HUGH WHISTLER. ASKING FORADVICE. 


5AL IM WAS FULL OF /PEAS ^~[ 



THEYA5KED SÂUM TO GO AHEAD AND COLLECT LOTS OF SPECIMENS. IN THOSE DAYS. 
VERY LITTLE VIAS KNOWN A30UT INDIAN 3IRDS THEIR FIRST CAMP WAS IN MAN AN U R 


IDONTTHINK 
THIS FOREST 
HAS EVER BEEN 
^ STUDIED! ^ 


ANDTHEY 
SEEM QUITE 
^ FRESH. . 


w LOOK, ^ 
TIGER PUG 
^ MARKSU 



i ■ 

i .ETS ^ 

(hopewedontj 

V MEETIT! A 


UlL 


r * T ' ■ '* “ 

B ' 

mm v 

■ 11 ? ' 

l,y 

I 

c 

^m ; 

1 

- 

Jl 


s j L ■ j 

^ *_ M I 


•NO W PART OF ANDHRA PRADESH 
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SÀLIM ALI 



THEY STAYED IN EMPTY HUTS, GUEST HOUSES, AND ONCE, IN AN A3AND0NED COWSHED 






HA HA! 
YOU BROUGHT 
CURTAINSAND 


VASES 


TOA 


FOREST? 


... AND EXPECTED EVERYONE WORKING WITH HIM TO DO THE S AME. 


r lMtKt, nu w 
IT’S LIKE HOME. 
WE CAN READ 


i AND WORK HERE 
■k. PEACEFULLY. . 






SAUM WORKED T1RELESSLY AT THIS WONDERFUL 
NEW J03 HE HAD INVENTED FOR HIMSELF ... 




GOOD MORNING! 

WE’LL COLLECTTILL 
LUNCHTIME THEN YOU CAN SKIN 
THE SPECIMENS IN CAMP l’LL GO 
OUT IN THE AFTERNOON TO 
COLLECT SOMEMORE. 


V 


w 




j * 

A v / 




WH EN THE HYDERA3AD SURVET 
WAS FINISHED. SAUM FOUND TH AT 
HIS NEW J03 WAS A SUCCE SS! 

OTHER RAJAS INVITED HIM | -| 

TO SURVEY THEIR FORESTS. 


WE CAN DO 
TRAVANCORE AND 
COCHIN* TOGETHER 
I M EAGERTO 
SEE THE BIRDS 
THERE! 


SÂUM WOULD NOTREST. IN THEEVENINGS, HE WROTE 
DETAILED NOTES A30UT THE 3IRDS HE HAD SEEN THATDAY. 






" THE PRINCELY STATES OF COCHIN AND TRAVANCORE WERE C0M3INED 
INTO ONE STATE. KERALA. UPONINDEPENDENCE. | 7 




















































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



INA NEARBYVILLAGE, PARAMBIKULAM, A FIREMAN ON 
THE COCHIN F0R.E5T TRAMWAY WA5 LES5 HAFFY - I - ! 


jSHOO! 


V * 




Vy 


YOUVE 

f KILLEDIT! I HEAR \ 
SOME CRAZY BOMBAY 
PEOPLE ARE NEARBY, 
LOOKING FOR BIRDS. 
\THEY MIGHT PAY YOU y 
V FOR THIS! y 


STAY AWAY 
FROM MY 
CHICKENSL 


REALLY? 


«y 


50 ON HI5 NEXT TRIF. THE FIREMAN HOFFED OFF 
THE TRAM ATKURJARKUTTY - ES5-; 


THANKYOUiTHIS^^l 
' LOOKS LIKE A CRESTED ^ 
HAWK-EAGLE THEY’RE FAIRLY 
COMMON, BUT I M ALWAYS 
\ON THE LOOKOUT FOR NEVV^ 
SPECIMENS. 




Si 




i 






ÏCm 


t A 










'» ? 






w 


\ 












;• 


fX/, 


A - 




f 


HP 


>• 










SÂLIMALI 




S another \ 

' BIG BIRD? OH NO! N 
WE’RE SHORT OF PACKING 
SPACE. I DONT KNOW 
V HOW WE’LL FIT THIS y 

ONE IN. / 


r SAUM’S ^ 
QUITE WRONG 
THIS ISA 
JERDON’S 


WHEN THE MAN LEFT - 


THE SPECIMENS WERE SENT TO 
HUGH WHISTLERAT THE SRITISH 
MUSEUM IN LONDON 


THE BIRD WAS RE-EXAMINED. IT 
TURNED OUT THAT WHISTLER TOO 
HAD BEEN MISLED. J 

THAT BIRD 
IS ACTUALLY A 
RARE FEATHER-TOED 
EAGLE! IM GLAD IT 
JUSTIFIED ALL THAT 
TROUBLE! 


B 


OVER THE NEXTFEW YEARS, SÂLIM VISITED DIFFERENTKINDS OF ENVIRONMENTS 
TO SURVEYBIRDS. HE WENT TO THE COOL DAMF KOTAGIRI HILLS IN TAMIL NADU... 


>/ 


y/y 




J* 


w 


«K 




• ' 






... THEARIDDESERT.OFBAHAWALPUR^ 






.. AND TO THE CHILLYALPINE FORESTS 
AND MEADOWS OF THE HIMALAYAS. 



* NOW IN PAKISTAN 















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




HOUSARA 
SUSTARD. 
LOVELY! . 


FROM 1934 TO 39.5ÂLIM AND TEHMINA LIVED IN DEHRADUN THEY l 
WEREIDYLLIC YEARS. FILLEP WITH LONG WALKS AND STIMULAT1NG 
CONVERSATIONS SAUM WAS WRiTING A SOOK ON SI RDS 

Tl 


iJntr 


SUT IN 1939, TRAGEDY STRUCK. 
AFTER AN OPERATION. TEHMINA GOT 
SLOOD POISONING SHE DIED SOON 
AFTER 


HO W DOES 
IT READ, TEHMINA? 
YOU VE A WONDERFUL 
FEEL FOR ENGLISH 


WELL. THI5 
UNE DOESNT 
SOUND RJGHT 


II* r 


DEHRADUN 
IS NOTTHE 

_ SAMEWITHOUT 

TEHMINA. WHAT 
SHOULDIDO?, 


J 


SAUM MOVED SACK TO SOMSAY HIS SISTER KAMOO AND 
HER HUSSAND HASSAN INVITED HIM TO U VE WITH THEM 

THISIS 

YOUR STUDY. SALOO^ 
YOURSEDROOM'S 
NEXT TO IT. 


SAUM WORKED FURIOUSLYON HIS — 
SOOK. THE SOOK OF IN DI AN SIRDS'.V 




SUT HE ALWAYS HAD TIME FOR SIRDING HE | 
ACQUIRED QUITE A FOLLOWING AMONG THE 
NEIGHSOURHOOD CHILDRENj -—- 


SAUM SPENT A LOT OF TIME IN THE SNHS, WITH ITS 
EXCELLENT LISRARY. ITS COLLECTION OF SIRD SPECIMENS ... 




I GOT IT IN 
BAHAWALPUR. IT'S THE 


EXACT COLOUR AS THE SAND 
AND VER Y HARD TO SPOT. WHEN 
IT RAINS AND THE SAND GETS 
DARKER, ITS PLUMAGE 
GETS DARKER 
TOOI 




AMONG THEM WAS KAMOO S DAUGHTER 
LAEEQ WHO WOULDLATER WRITE A SOOK 
ASOUT INDiAN SI RDS \ WITH SAUM 


. AND ITS FELLOW SIRD-ENTHUSIASTS 


SÂLIM ALI 


WHILE IN SOMSAY. SAUM METLOKE WAN THO. A CHINESE BUSINESSMAN. WHO HAD TO FLEE SINGAPORE WHEN 



SÂLIM INVITED LOKE WAN THO FOR A 
KUTCH SURVEY IN 1943. IT WAS HARD 

WORK. WORLD WAR II WAS ON AND - 

PETROL WAS RATIONED | - 


MAHARAO VIJAYARAJI, THE RULER OF KUTCH, WAS AN 
ENTHUSIASTIC HUNTER AND NATURALISE HE INVITED 
SÂUM TO CHAT WITH HIM IN THE EVENINGS. ^ 



YOU MUST ~ 
3EE THE FLAMINGOS 
THE NEXT TIME THEY 
^ GATHERHERE. > 


YES. ^ 

I SEEM TO HAVE MISSED 
THE SREEDING SEASON 
fc THIS YEAR. ^ 


MMdH 

1 

« 

EL. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LOKE WAN THO WA 5 SÂUM'S COMPANION ON MA NY UNC 0MF0RTA3LE 
TR1PS SÂLIM USUALLY HIRED PRIYATE LOCAL VEH<CLES. 


rTSPROBABLY ^ 
RUNNING ON CHARCOAL 
f GASORSOMEOTHER 
>id V CHEAP FUEL, BECAUSE 
\\ v OF THE PETROL . 

rationing^^ 
' . — 










y V*“ 


— y 


Tv/ 


iSt 


0 


sàlim, ^ 

r YOU SHOULD REALLY... 
PU FF... HAVE A STATION 
WAGON OF YOUR OWN 
L FOR THIS SORT OF . 

WORK 




7 


I 






W, 


/N 7945. THE WA R ENDED . LOKE WAN THO 
RETURNEP HOME HE WROTE TO SÂLIM. 


HA HA! 

r HE SAYS HE > 
ENCLOSES A CHEQUE 
FOR ME TO BUY 
. MYSELF A STATIONy 
V WAGON. y 


WPl 


A 


f? 


IF ONLY 
ICOULD 
AFFORD 
. ONE. . 


/iïiV 


‘Aa' p 




/ 


/ 


/ 




' __ 






SALIM ALI 



/T WAS ALSO /N 7 945, WHEN HE WA5 MAKINO PLANS FOR A TRIP TO 
T\3ET, THATSÂLIM 60TA VERY IMPORTANT TELEORAM. ITWASFROM 
THE MAHARAO OF KUTCH SAYINO THAT HUOE DROVES OF FLAMINOOS 
WERE GATHER1NO. SÂLIM RUSHED THERE I .-^ 


FLAMINGO 
CITY, AT 
. LAST! . 


I /5 VERY DRY AREA AND FLAMINOOS NEEl 
) IF THERE IS TOO MUCH OR TOO LITTLE RAI N, 
SÂLIM EST1MATEP THAT THERE WERE 5 LAK 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LATER THAT YEAR SÀUM TREKKED TO TIBET. TO 
MOUNT KAILASHAND LAKE MANASAROVAR WITH 
HIM WAS FRIT AM. THE SON OFA FAMILY FRIEND 


l’M 50RRY 
PRITAM, BUT MY 
FRIEND LOKE WAN 
THO15 DOWN WITH 
DY5ENTERY AND 
CANT MAKE IT. 


H ir LL BE H 
LIKE WHEN YOU 
USEDTOTAKE ME 
BIRDING AROUND 
DEHRADUN 


AS THE WEEKS WENTBY. PRITAM 
BECAME QUIET AND WITHDRAWN. 


ITHINKTHE 
HIGH ALTITUDE 15 
MAKINGYOU ILL, 
PRITAM. PERHAPS 
YOU SHOULD 
TURN BACK? 




PRITAM INSISTED, 3UTHE WAS SO SILENT THAT SAUM CUT 
THE TRIP SHORT, TURNING BACK AT LAKE MANASAROVAR. 


\ 


* >. 






SÂLIM SUFFERED FROM VERTIGO - SOMETIMES HEIGHTS 
MADE HIM DIZZY-BUT HE WAS SO ENTHRALLEP BY THE 
BIRD LIFE HE HARDLYNOTICED. ON ONE OCCASION - l- 




,\ 


'J 


ms 


WHAT A LOVELY 
YELLOW-NAPED 
■ YUHINA! ■ 







+ ' 





... AND REAUSED THAT HE WAS 
MERE INCHES FROM FALLING DOWN 


6 VY' 


SÀUM ALI 


NEAR MANASAROVAR THEY STOPPED AT A LAKECALLEDDING TSO 


«U 


SÂLIMS GUIDE. GELONG. WAS LESS ENTHRALLEP 




> « 


* «*- 


OH. GELONG! 
YOU PANICKED 
ABOUT BANDIT5 
ALL THE WAY, AND 
NOWYOU THINK 
l’U DROWN. 

_ 


m 


BE 
CAREFUL! 






YOU MUST 
TURN BACK! 
THERE MAY BE 
QUICKSAND! 



SUDDENLY, SÀUM FOUND 
THAT THE MOUND HE WAS 
STANDING ON WAS NOTAS 
STABLE AS HE D THOUGHT- 


V ' 

OV 


'•KM 




HE CAUGHT SIGHT OF A 
MOUND FLOATING AWAY .. 


... AND LEAPT TOWARDS IT. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



GELONG TURNED OUT TO BE RJGHT ABOUT 
THE BANDITS TOO, FOR. ON THEIR WAY - 


J BRRR .. > 

PERHAPSI5H0ULD 
TAKE GELONGS 
WARNINGS MORE 
V SERIOUSLY 


WHAT 

WAS 

THAT? 


IT WAS A SAN OIT. AT THAT TIME, THE MANASAROYAR 
AREA WAS FULL OF BANDITS WAITING TO ROS PILGRIMS 


< 5 AL IM 

BHAI' LET’S RUN 
AND ESCAPE THI5 
v BAD MAN. ^ 


' HANDME ' 
MY 5H00TING 
STICK. GELONG! 


SHHH. I 
HAVE AN 
v IDEA. , 




sAlim ALI 



^ LET'S ^ 
HOPE HE DOESNT 
REALISE HE WAS 
^ TRJCKED ^ 


TAKE THAT 
►_YOU ,L^ 


SALIM TOOK A CARTR1DGE FROM HIS POCKET 1 


GELONG OBEYED 


...AND IÔÂdËd HIS PRETEND GUN \ 




THE BANDIT TURNED AND WALKED AHAY. 




r THAT ^ 
WAS LUCKY. 

SÂLIM 
v BHAI! > 














r 


W> 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



BACK IN BOMBAY. SÂLIM WAS 
YERY ACTIVE IN THE BNHS. U 


WEVE GOT ^ 
RECOGNITION FROM 
BOMBAY UNIVERSITY. 
EACH OF US CAN 
START TAKING PHD 
STUDENTS ^ 


** IREMEMBER > 
HOW MUCH TROUBLE 
I HAD WHEN IWANTED 
s TO STUDY BIRDS 
V AS A BOY J 


I FIRST WENT 
THERE IN 1935. THE N 
LAKE ATTRACTS MANY 
BIRDS. INCLUDING LOTS OF 
V MIGRATORY SPECIES. V 


l’D LIKE TO ^*8 

CONDUCT A LARGE-SCALE 
RJNGING OF BIRDS 
IN BHARATPUR, LIKE IN 
HELIGOLAND. ^ 


THE FROBLEM , AS OFTEN, WAS ONE OF MONEY. 


IN I 957 A TYFE OF ENCEFHALITIS BROKE OUT IN KARNATAKA. THE WHO 
FOUND THATIT WAS ODDIY SIMILAR TO A DISEASE IN RUSSIA. C- 


yr THE WHO SUSPECTS 
r THAT THE DISEASE IS BEING > 
CARRIED BY MIGRATORY 
BIRDS. THEY WILL HELP FINANCE 
OUR BIRD-RJNGING TO STUDY 
MIGRATION PATTERNS 
V. WE CAN START WITH 4 

BHARATPUR A—- 


IT IS NOW A BIRD SANCTUARY. 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION 


SÂLIM ALI 



BHARATFURS NESTING SEASON BEGINS IN AUGUS T WITH THE 
MONSOON. ALL KINDS OF WATER BIRDS GATHER THERE - STORKS, 
HERONS. EGRETS, CORMORANTS. IBISES, SFOONBILLS. I 


* 












v: i 


IN N0VEM3ER, NEW VISITORS ARRIVE FROM 
COLD CUMATEÔ TO 5FEND THE WINTER THERE . 
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VS 
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i») 


M » 




L. 


A * 














r 








THE RINGING SHOWED SALIM AND HIS TEAM WHERE THESE BIRDS CAME FROM AMONG THEM 
WERE RARE WHITE SIBERIAN CRANES WHICH FLEW6000 K MS, ALL THE WAYFROM RUSSIA 







































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


QUIETLY, SAUM AU HAD 3EC0ME FAMOUS. THOUSANDS OF FEOFLE READ HIS 
300K OF INDtAN 3IRDS’, AND WEREINSPIRED dY HIS LOVE FOR NATURE AMONG 
THEM WAS JAWAHARLAL NEHRU * WHO READ TH N DEHRADUN JAIL IN 1942 




JL 




I m 












. AND SENT IT TO HIS DAUGHTER 
INDtRA. IN NAJNI JAIL A . C~- 


/ I HAVE ALWAYS X. 

' LOVED ANIMAL5. BUT I ^ 
KNOW LfTTLE ABOUT BIRDS. 
NOW. FOR THE FIRST TIME, I M 
V PAY1NG ATTENTION TO y 
X. THEIR SONGS! S 


/ «i 




SAUM WROTE MANY300KS AND 3EGAN TO GETRECOGNITION. IN 
196 7, HE GOT THE J FAUL GETTY WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FRIZE 

- T $ 1 00,000. HE USED IT TO FORM THE SÀLIM ALI CONSERVATION 
FUND | -—--- 


S 


/ 


w 


t- 


€ 


S 


\> 


\ 


r HE IN DI AN GOVERNMENT GAVE HIM THE FADMA 3HUSHAN IN 
'953, AND IN 7 976. HE WASAWARDED T HE FADMA VI3HUSHAN 

S'-ZZI j ï ^ 


toS i ai w V g "F™ ™ ME PISTER. THE GOVERNMENT 

~ T’T"-t », ^ ——f —Jfili , 




J SILENT VALLEY 
15 UNDOUBTEDLY V 
ONE OF IN DI AS M05T 
ECOLOGICALLY VALUABLE 
S AREAS AND MU5T 
V ^E PRESERVED jCH 




* 




L fm 


J 




. J » ] 

Jt-T 




■ , 


RT 


U 


i 






THE FROTESTS WORKEDAND SILENT 
VALLEY IS NOW A NATIONAL FARK 


’ IN 1947HE WOULD 3EC0ME 
INDIA S FIRST FRIME MINISTER 


30 


IN ALLAHA3AD. UTTAR PRADESH 


SÀLIM ALI 


FAME MADE VERYLITTLE DIFFERENCE TO SÀLIM, EVENAT90, THOUGHINCREASINGLYSUFFERING 
FROM DEAFNESS, THE VLD MAN\ AS HIS STUDENTS FONDLYCALLED HIM, CONTINUED TO WALK 
ACROSS THE ROUGHESTAND LONELIEST TERRAIN, WATCHING THE 3IRDS HE ADORED 50 MUCH 
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